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GLIMP8ES OF MEN, THINGS, akd PLACES.
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Tubhdat Evbhirq, Jdlt 16, 1851.

If the traveller would enjoy, as I have to-night,
the largest and grandest panoramic view, in the
shortest time, of the city and harbor of New York
and the opposite shores of Brooklyn, Williams¬
burg, &c., let him at 5 o'clock step on board one of
the floating palaces that nightly glide over Long
Island Sound, between New York and Boston.

And'team on the North River, withirf three
«f fonr piers of'the Battery ; arid if he happen to

the " Empire State," of the Fall Hiver line, as

I did on the present occasion, he need not trouble
him elf to look further, for Aladin'a lamp itaelf could hardly
improve hia condition. Let him take a cool aeat under the

awning on the promenade deck, aa the leviathan ateamer

slowly moves out from the pier, preeenting for the firat acene
of the panorama, on the oppoaite abore of the Hudaoo, Jersey
City, Hoboken, and the Bergen hills. Then, with a grace¬
ful curve and cautioua direction among the numeroua boats
and veaaela, in motion or at reet, in every direction, the ateamer

aweepa round the Battery to the Eaat River or entrance to

tbe .. Sound," preeenting at the aame time a beautiful view
of the Battery and Caatle Garden on the left, Governor's
Ialand with the fort on the right, and 8taten Ialand in the
diatance down the Bay. Now her apeed gradually increases,
but still, like the elephant in the managerie, ahe walks care¬

fully among the leaaer craft, causing them indeed to joatle and
roll, but trampling none of them under her feet. Here opena
to the traveller the third acene of the panorama, in a forest of
masts on tbe left hand stretching up the Ea*t River aa far as

the eye can reach, and on the right band the inviting abore
and acenery of Brooklyn, the long range of the Atlantic dock
storea, the tunnel of the Long Ialand railroad, the " Brook¬

lyn heighia," the Montague bridge over Furman street, at

the foot of the beighta, for the accommodation of a new feny
to connect with Wall atreet, tbe bridge above the Montague
bridge at the top of the heighta to preaerve unbroken that

grand promenade, and finally the elegant blocks of dwellings
and the numeroua apirea of the whole " city of churchea."

But we muat look quick, nor linger long, for the ateamer

quickens her step; Brooklyn is behind us, and here ia Walla-
bout Bay cloae at our right hand, with the navy yard, and the

big ahips, and the big ship-houses, and the gigantic dry-dock,
and tbe migbty array of warlike apparatus. But no ; it ia
no longer Wallabout Bay we are looking at, for two minutes
have elapeed, and there ia now passing in review before us

the fine young village of Williamsburg, with ita thirty thou¬
sand inbabitanta. But we muat look left aa well aa right, for
on tbe New York aide we are alao paaaing Coriaer's Hook
and dry-dock, and the most extensive array of ahip-yard work
to be found on any one spot upon this continent, or perhapa
in the world. Here are built the leviathan ateamera which
are now turning the Atlantic ocean into a ferry, and the clipper
ablpa which are exciting tb* admiration ef the maritime world.1
'Tbe force employed on thia spot in the varioua branches of
naval architecture would be sufficient, if arranged for that

purpose, to turn out a moderate-sized ahip a day the year
round. The tonnage of the Collin* line of ateamera ia equal
to the largest claaa of aeventy-four gun ships, aome of them

being about three thousand and five hundred tons. And the

tendency is atill to increase the siie. An intelligent sbip-
builder in New York ia aaid to have lately declared hia belief
that within ten yeara it would be the faahion to build ocean

ateamera of five or aix thousand tons burden.
But atay; where are we? We have muaed too long.

We have lost sight of Corlaer's Hook and Williamsburg, and
the pretty young village of " Green Point" ia far behind ua,
having received acarcely a paaaing glance { and now we are

ahootiDg by Blackwell's Ialand, tbe abode of the thousands of
New York criminate, and now by Randall's Ialand, the home
of the tbouaanda of the New York poor. Fifteen or twenty
buildinga, many of them large and extenaive blooka, moatly
conatructed of atone, are aeen aa we glide awiltly by iheae two
Islands. But look, here comes a fair village on either hand,
Astoria to the right and Harlem to the left. They are not
Scylla and Charybdia, but are truly what they aeem.villagea
lovely to look upon and pleasant to dwell in. But have a

care, for both Scylla and Charybdia united lie boiling and
foaming between theae villagea, and directly in our path.
Even while we are yet speaking the daring ateamer haa
plunged fearlesaly into tbe whirling tide of " Hell Gate,''
where many a gallant veaael haa been wrecked and her shat¬
tered bones strewed along the shore. It ie'gratifying to know
that an effort ia about to be made to remove the dangers of
thia noted paaa in Long Ialand 8ound. Large rocka here
rise up in deep water to within a few feet of the aurface, and
.a the tide aeta in and out they literally " make tbe deep
to boil like a pot." A gentleman haa offered for a certain
sum to blaat theae rocka away, deep enough for the largest
vessels to pasa them at low water in perfect safety, and the
amount required I believe has been guarantied.
The strong arm of steam haa carried the floating palace

stssdily and safely through the boiling tide, unscathed by
whirlpool or rock, and veering our course a little to the right
we are gliding over a broad amooth bay, and watching the
hills and valleys, the promontories and bold headlands along
the northern shore of Long Island. That deep cove ia Flush¬
ing Bay, and that ia Hematead Harbor.and that, and that.
I will consult tbe map the firat opportunity and learn their
-namea. In tbe mean time let ua withdraw our eyea from the
world without, for night ia beginning to cloee upon us, and
see what sort of a world there is within thia huge magnificent
¦teemer. I now promenade the long aaloon of the upper deck.
It is a splendid palace, fit for kings and princes, and aome two
hundred ««aovereign people " of thia free Republic are uaing
it aa thongh it were just fit for them. Lounging upon easy

. .Chair», reclining upon gorgeous aofaa, walking over rich Brus-
aela carpets, and talking of politica and Preeidential candidates,
specie and speculation, California and Canton, Newport and
Saratoga, the common dweller, of tbe aaloon make it a genu¬
ine, republic, where every one feela himeelf aa independent
and aa good aa hia neighbor, and .iu, and walks, and read,,
and talka aa beat suits him. On each side of the gr.nd sa¬

loon Is a long range of state rooms. Then «ra the private
reaidenoea of gentlemen and their familiM. Each occupant
haa the key to hie own premises, and aome of the fuaay old
ladies and aome of tbe smart young miaaes appear to feel aa

much importance and to enjoy aa much aatiafaction in the

frequent locking and unlocking ef their doors, aa the Virginia
chief Opechaneanougb manifested in locking and unlocking
twenty timee a day the door of tbe new bouaa built for him
bj Capt. John 8mith.

But 1st ua descend tbe bread stairway and look on the deck
below. Here ia the " Capn's office," where all have to
" walk op and aettlei" bars are huge piles of mprchandiae
on freight of various deeoriptioaa< and hsss the principal busi¬
ness and werk of the ahip ia performed. Away on tbe for¬

ward deck are baggage can, sod horse* and carriages^ and

emokera, and jokers « but If you do not like tobacco better

than I do you will Sot cara to tarryben leng { wist us return'
to midship* not Uts "Cyn's office," and, having taksn a

peep into the door of the ladies' cabin, which aeema to be left

invitingly open for that purpoae, let ue descend another stair¬

way into the principal division of the ahip.the general cabin.
This is a most capacious apartment, extending the whole

length of the steamer, and fitted up on each aide with three or

four hundred curtained berths for sleeping. In one end of
the cabin are long tables, richly furnished, covered with the
luxuries of the season, and platea for two or three hundred to

be seated at supper. But eating is no invention of modem
times, and let that pass.
Having enjoyed the cool breezes of the evening in again

promenading the upper deck, between nine and ten o'clock I

return for the night to the grand cabin below. Here some

are still walking and talking, some are sitting by ths tables

looking over a newspaper or magazine, or perhsps the Isst

trashy novel, and many have already turned into their berths.

But there is one individusl sested alone at a central table and

writing with " the pen of a ready writer." He attracts my
attention, and I walk back and forth and obeerve hismovements.
I perceive his writing breaks at regular intervals of four lines,
and on a little closer view it is evident they are the measured

lines of poetry. Occasionally the writer appears to pause a

moment for a thought, but again he daihea on, "cwrcnle

aakuno," and in a lew minutes is at the botjom of hie page.
aye, and befcre I have finished ay walk he is P* the bouoa
ot another page. Barely, among the three otTOs hundred
ftee.an£-<in%hteaad people thrown together here for objects
of business or pleasui*, U one genuine lover of litera¬
ture.one votary of the Musee.one who can probably un¬

derstand the inspiration of young Pope, " who lisp'd in num¬
bers, for the numbers came." Who is this individual so dis¬
tinct in the numerous throng ? This lone worshipper at the
shrine of the Mosee, is he a child of Harvard or of Yale ?
Which of the ripe ecbotars, or poets, or philosophers of the
land is he ? Reader listen i he is a eelf-taught North American
Indian ! His schoolmaster has been his own keen observa¬
tion ; Nature bas furnished his books^ and his only Alma
Mater is the wild foreet woods. Do you ask me if I am sore ?
I tell you, yee; every lineament and look about him bears un¬

mistakable evidence that he is a pure-blooded Indian. But he
wears the dress of our civilisation, and bas the easy manners

and air of a gentleman. I took a chair by hia aide.
"Please excu«e me," said I, "and allow me to aak if

this is Mr. Copway ?"
" That is my name," said he gravely, laying down hia pen.
"I thought so," 1 continued, "and having heard a good

deal of you, and having yesterday mat with a copy of your
paper, lately published, 1 was desirous to speak to you, and
to learn what was the prospect of your intonating enter-

priae."
Upon this bis grave look instantly raniahed, and a bright

laugh spread over hia features. 1 had touched a chord which
vibrated sensibly to his feelings, and a topic upon which be
delighted to speak.

In the brief conversation which followed he told me the
second number of his paper, " Copway's American Indian,"
edited and publiahed by himself, would be out in a few daya.
He baa about five hundred subscribers, and publiahea an edi¬
tion of three thousand, hoping to bring his list of subscribers
up to that number. He belongs to the Ojibwsy tribe of In¬
dians, and saya bis people number about thirty thousand, re¬

siding in Canada, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.
His father is the chief of the Canada division, where he says
his people have moatly given up the wandering life and the
chaae, and live almost entirely by agricultural pursuits. Cop-
way ia intelligent, has travelled aome in Europe, bas the pro¬
mise of several distinguished literary gentlemen to write for
bis paper, and will probably make an interesting and useful
journal. Let hia brother editors give him a fair chance.

BIRD'S-EYE.

Bostojt, Thcxidat Evzkiro, Jolt 17, 1851.

My last sketch closed with an interview with
Rev. George Copway, son of the Ojibway chief,
and editor of 14 Copway's American Indian," a

weekly paper published in New York, devoted
mainly to the history, present condition, and future
prospects of the North American Indians. This is
an interesting field of labor; «nd if tk« editor
proves himself competent to the task, it is one

which the American people are bound by every
consideration to look upon with favor and to extend
to it their aid. The aboriginal editor is evidently
much elated with his novel position, and seems to

be sanguine of success. I hope he msy not be disappointed.
He had publiahed one number, and the second was about
going to press with an edition of three thousand, though he
hsd but five hundred subscriber*. And yet he told me he

contemplated publishing his paper tri-weekly in the fall. The
remark ahowa how much he stands in need of judicious advi¬
sers in his business matters. I told him I thought that was
a matter which should be well considered before he attempted
it; and I wish now 1 had remonstrated with him more

strongly against the idea, for I think it would be sure to

bring a speedy close to his publishing enterprise. A weekly
paper devoted to the contemplated object, and well-conducted,
might be soatained; but a more frequent publication would

probably soon be crushed by the weight of its expenses, and
would be very likely alao to lose, in a measure, its' interest
and freshness by a dilution of its topics.
My where and when at the close of my last "Glimpse"

was in the cabin of the steamer Empire State, on Long
Island Sound, Tuesday evening, eleven o'clock. It was too

warm in the cabin to sleep comfortably, so after a brief nap
I turned out, between two and three o'clock, on our arrival
at Newport, where the steamer landed nearly half her pas-
sengers and a considerable quantity of freight. This occupied
about an hoar'a time, and another hour carried us to Fall
River, where we were tranaferred from the floating palace to

the carriage of the iron horse, and galloped away to Boston.
We reached the " city of notions" about seven o'clock yes-
tsrday morning. It was commencement day at old Harvard,
and I atepped into onq of the long Cambridge omnibuses in
Brattle street and went out to this ancient and honored seat

of the muses. Theee omnibuses, by the way, are almost

equal in capacity to railroad cars. The one I was in carried
between twenty and thirty inaide passengers, and perhapa a

dozen upon the top.
When we arrived at Cambridge the commencement pro¬

cession had already entered the chapel, and the young gra¬
duating gentlemen had commenced "saying their pieces."
Fifteen or twenty yeara ago it would have been a hopeless
taak for a late comer to attempt to get within tight or sound
of a commencement performance, on account of tb« crowd.
But times have changed, and, from some cause or other, the

public interest in "commencement day" has very much di¬
minished. Perhaps it is because our colleges do not change
wiih the changes of time.do not sufficiently adapt themselves
to the wants and the spirit of the age, but continue to atand
immovable and unchanging pyramids in the intellectual'
world. I am no restless or heedless advocate for " progress"
in any thing. " The ram is not to the swift." If I have

any strong charscteristics they are all on the conservative aide.

But, after all, I am inclined to think that no leas to the university
than to the individual should apply in truth the classic line
so often quoted, " Tempora mutanlur, et mutamur in illit."
Dr. Wayland, of Brown University, haa bad the boldness,
and I think the sound philosophical penetration, to btna hia

college to the times, and to modify the periods and courses

of instruction to meet the want* of the people and the condi¬

tions of the passing sge. But this is a subject to which I

hope to recur at some future time. I waa speaking of the

diminution of public interest in " commencement day,"
which appears to me quite perceptible even in the last three

years. The weather yeaterday was favorable, but the gath¬
ering of people at Harvard commencement was considerably
less than it was three yeara ago. The chapel where the ex¬

ercises were held waa nearly filled, but by no means crowded,
and every where else throughout the village, ita beautiful
etreete and aniveraity grounds, very few people were to he
eeen. Indeed, an otd resident, who had been in the place
many years, speaking of the public losing their interest in
the day, remarked that outside of the chapel it really seamed
®®re ^uiet throw®h the whole village than on ordinary days <
fever people ware astir, and there eeeaed to be lees life and
activity.

Under the* * circumstance* I found no difficulty in entering
the chapel, and eWn w»ching a central poaition. Preaident
g#ABKi WM lookl>g well in his elevated eeat upon (he centre

0f the stage, end rai. ^ b" 0xfoni WP wilh di*nily M lb"
graduating etudenU su approached to perform theirfaspecliveexercise*. Up «- **^^
of ihe university set the n."» J000* Oof""or °f.lh"
State, Mr. Boutw.ll, who * « and by "J16"1
eus'om, a necessary appendage of commencement. He is
the repreaentative of the Stale on t> 0CCM,0D' ,nd " l,re"enl
at the expenae of the State. On commencement morning
the Governor, with hia auite, ia eacorU * from Bo#ton ,0 C,m-
biidge by the " Lancer*," one of the L oe,t m'l'tary compa-
niea in the country, and, while bia Exce.'kncy attenda com-

mencement exerciaea and eata commence vent dinner,
"Lancera" find their headquarters at a hoi ^ the ne'8b*
borhood, where they aia aerved with a moet i umptuoua din¬
ner, and theCommonwealth of Maaaachuaetta I. x>ti tbe
The graduating claaa of thia commencement numbered

sixty-one, thirty of whom had exerciaea aaaigned lh®® for
performance. Aa a general remark, it would be bu* Ja,t 10

say that the exerciaea were well-written, well commit!'d. and
well-delivered, and would compare well wilh the aver of
exhibitiona oa such.occaaiona. I stay afar to one, ai
o» account tit ita aobject, wldch eaemadCfurnUh a little to-
dax of puNlc aaotigient on»It ^

an oration by a yoa»g »®o«Kiman from Aadorer, Mr. Brans.-
The subject wee " Lo alty to Law as an element of Free- |
dom." It waa handled with ability, and with a comprehen-
aive grasp of the subject, showing that harmony, beauty, and
life in the worke of nature depend upon loyalty and obedience
to the laws of nature, and aacending to an illuatration of a

like neceaaity of obedience to moral and civil law. The re¬

mark I wieh to make ia this, that when the speaker eloquent¬
ly enforced the obligation and the neceaaity of loyalty and
obedience to the lawa of the land, it drew down the applauae
of the hou«e more atrongly than any thing else in the com¬

mencement exerciaea.
At the close of the exerciaea the proceaaion returned to

" Gore Hall," the beautiful library building, where a proces-
sion was re-formed, conaialiog of thoee who were entitled to
the commencement dinner, and marched to Harvard Hall, I
where that important part of the exerciaee of the day waa no

doubt satisfactorily performed. The proceaaion, I ahould
think, numbered three or four hundred, perhaps ritiog four I
hundred, and aa all tho previous graduatea of the univeraity
are entitled to the dinner, it ia rather remarkable that the
number ia not larger. I remained no longer, but returned to
Eioeton. |This morning (Thursday) I went again to Cambridge to
witneia the performancea before the Pbi Beta Kappa Society.
The oration, by Rev. Dr. 8rBAoua, of Albany, exhibited
very marked ability, and waa foil of interest. Hia aubject
waa the American mind, its origin, ita character, and ita
deatiny. He traced that origin far back among the nationa
from "which we sprang, and deacribed the history and charac¬
teristics of those nationa in their various stages of progress up to
the time of the planting of these colonies, and showed how and
from what sort of materials the American mind was moulded
and formed and became what it ia. He then deacribed, wilh
much power and eloquence, ita preaent character and proba¬
ble destiny. He believea that decidedly the atrongeat impresa
upon the American mind and charac'er comes through the
Puritan channel of the Pilgrims. He believes in the perpe¬
tuity of our institutions. He thinks the origin, growth, and
characteriaiica of the American mind give sure promiae of a

nation, which, for durable greatneas, stable progreaa, and im¬
provement of the race, shall far exceed any thing that the I
world has ever seen. The two great anchors which he be¬
lieves will hold our republic from being swept away and lost
in the brief fl'»od of time, like the republics of antiquity, are

tha element of Christianity and universal education. Dr.
Sprague urged with great power and eloquence tne amy or

obedience to civil aw, and depicted in glowing colors the
crime of any attempt to dissolve the Union or weaken the
foundations of our institutiona ; and at these points of bis
discourse he received the heartiest and fullaat applauae from I
the audience. In closing h^s address, which occupied about an I
hour and a quarter, he paid a beautiful tribute lo the memory jof the late Jossm Bccbmihsteb, who forty years ago filled |the place with unsurpassed interest which Dr. Sfhaoui filled |to-day. The Doctor ia a very tall, portly peraon, probably
on the ahady aide of fifty, though apparently on the sunny
aide.
Jakes T. Fields, of Boston, had been appointed to deli¬

ver a poem before the 8ociety at ibis anniversary, but was 1
prevented by the death of hia wife, which occurred a few days J
ago. Rev. Jobit Pikbpoht supplied the place, and read a

poem, or parta of a poem, which he had probably prepared for I
another occasion, and which strongly fiied the attention of |the audience for nearly an hour, and waa received with much ¦

applauae. The general subject was '' progress. It was |full of sparkling wit, sharp antithesis, and glowing imagery.
BIRD'S-EYE.

The views of a country seen from a railroad car
flying at the rate of twenty or thirty miles an hour
may, with great truth, be called u glimpses." On the I
3d July instant I enjoyed such glimpses on the Erie jRailroad, in a ride from Binghamton to New York ;
and it seems to me it must be difficult to find any
where else, in an eight hours' ride, so many views
of various beauty, and so much grand and magnifi¬
cent scenery. Binghamton is put down on the
cards at 216 miles from New York. We continue to aacend
the valley of the 8uaquehanna for nearly thirty miles before
attempting to pasa the mountain ridge that dividea ita watera I
from the Delaware. 8ome of thfl viewa of the Susquehanna, I
before plunging into the mountains and losing sight of it al- 1
together, are beautiful beyond description. Tweoty-aix Jmiles from Binghamton we pass the Siarrucca Viaduct, one

of the noblest and moat costly bridges in the <»uotry, being
twelve hundred feet long, a hundred and ten feet in height, and
resting on eighteen arches. The cost of thia bridge waa

three hundred and twenty thousand dollars. i
Two miles further on we come to the Cascade Bridge, 1

another of the moet remarkable structure* of the kind in tba
country. Here ia a deep narrow gorge, called Caacade Ravine, I
which yawns to the depth of nearly two hundred feet, and I
which must be leaped over a doxen titnee a day by the anort- 1
ing iron horae with his long train of cars. The leap acroaa
is two hundred and fifty feet, and tbia distance ia spanned by
a single wooden arch, having a curve of fifty feet, and reel¬
ing at each end in the aolid rock that bounda the gorge.
Upon thia aingle arch the bridge ia conatructed, and the cara

pass over. The cascade bridge is a noble triumph of mechanic
art. The architect was Mr. Joaw Fowlkb. Gen. 8cott,
o i seeing a train of cara paas over it, is said to have remarked,
" The man who could throw a cow-path over that gulf de¬
serves a crown."
An aacent of four milea further, after paaaing Caacade

Bridge, bringa ua to the grand mountain paas called the
" Summit," the highest elevation attaiued by the road be¬
tween New York and Lake Erie, being 1,366 feet above the
level of the ocean. Here the bleak mountaina and the " ever¬

lasting hills" seemed to preaant almost insuperable barriers to
the construction ol the road \ but the skill of tha engineer snd
the energy and perseverance of the company at laat triumphed.
The hills gave way, the mouotains were pierced, the valleya
of the Delaware and the 8usquehanna were united, and a

highway waa opened from the ocean to the lakee. At the
summit there ia a heavy cut through tha mountain about half 11
a mile in length, portions of it two hundred feet deep, and
moaily through tbe aolid rock. Tba coat of thia cut was over 1I
two hundred thousand dollara.
From tba eummit we descend for eight milea, at the rata of

forty-five feet to tha mils makiog thn e hundred and aixty
feet, and thia bringa va to " Deposit" rather a pkaasnt vil¬
lage, with . population of about twelve hundred, who carry

f.'.
ten extensive business in tsnotog1. This is considered an

portent station on ths road, anJ i» Well provided with da-

ton buildings end extra ears and engines. An elegant new

lotei is erected here, called the Oquaga Moose. In front of
be station is tbe Oquaga creek, a bright straws* ieeping away
oward the Delaware. We bad to wait at tbis station, on

be " torn-oat," for about half an boor for tbe express train
rom New York to arrive and pasa us. In the mean time
»me of tbe passengers took refreshments, some gathered fuli-
lown 44 mountain laurels," and some waiked about enjoying
te aoeaery. Presently tbe shrill whietls was heard in the
istant woods, then tbe sharp rattle of the cirs broke on the
ir, and now tbe thundering train burst ioto tbe clearing,
jd almost before we could say *' Jack Robinson" it had
hisked end roared by us, dove ioto tbe mountain pass above
pt end was aaen and beard no more. Then 44 all aboard"

cry, end we started on onr 44 winding way" far
le valley of the Delaware, which we followed some

|hiy er ninety miles, through scenery most diversified and
The atations paaaed on this divtaion of tbe road

Suckpjrt, Eqninuok, Hankins, Calicoon,
Neriowsburg, Mast Hope, Laekawaxen, Barry-

I Eddy, Stairway Brook* and ** we litft the
gfort Jenis. Fer e long dlsteftiee, es we come

Uttm beak, the Hafcon and Delf
emllieeps «| comp.y on the opposite bank of tk*

river, ani with it* quiet boats creeping slbwly along high
smhsnhrawis on ie one hand, presented a pleasing contrast

byour dashing dai >g cars on tbe other baud, braving preci¬
pitins height*on e very river's brink.
At Port JeriUt th the cana/ and railroad' take their leave

of the Delaware, 11 seek their way by diflfcre&t routes to the

Hadssn.- Tbe fir task of tbe railroad, on'leaving the beao-
tiful viBage of Po Jervis, is to climb and pass the Shawan-

gunk moontains; nd to accomplish this in tbe first instance

was one ef the grfiest achievements of tbe roed. The road

for soms miles wi
above tbe vtliey
times divipg thi
along bigb and'
make one hold
tains was accom

around the breast of tbe moontain, bigh
icb spreads far and wide below, some-

deep rock-cuts, and sometiexes gliding
fsxl artificial embankments tbaf almost

breetH.- Our whole ride over tbe moun-

by ene of the heaviest thunder-showers
I ever witneasedlt'seemed as if the windows of heaven were

unatopped, and
The valleya and
thick falling wa

rain pound down in unobstructed torrents,

below us were shut from our view by lbs
the mountain above ur looked misty and"

dim t the ligbtnka flickered end flashed with fearful near-

neas ; the bear bonders rolled and leverberotod from peak
to peak; while e snorting bon horse with his ponderous
train went galU ng on his way ovsr the mountain's brow,
ss if rejoicing i the war of the elemen's around h». Al¬

together it mig! well be called a genuine specimen of the
sublime. BIRD'S-EYE.

ED10RST CORRESPONDENCE.

The History tf the Improvements in the Potcir
Printing 'ress..R. M. Hoe's lightningpress*
or "Ho?s jfist Fast Press.".The Hoes' print¬
ing press nd saw-making establishment, fyc.

New York, Juti 18, 1851.

Among the fochanical wonders of tbia rut and buay city
none receive jnore attention frea strangers than Hoti'a
" Lightning P iting Press." I therefore conclude that I can
aelect no more ippropriate subject for this letter of my seriee
than aoine acc int of the invention and operation of the im¬

provement of e printing press, end of the now celebrated
manufactory o the Brothers Hoe.

Their fathe the founder of the bu«ineta hoodie, came to

Aoetitfa in 13 3 or *93 from Leicestershire, f'rlngland,) at

eighteen yean pf age, having bought h» inJ atures from hia

master, »jaia*. Shortly *.*" # W Uiiy «nrKUi| .«

j<>urney*»k in thia ctiy, and boarrdfa-^ iD the house of
Grant Thorburn, (Laurie Tod,) (fivogh not of age, he

commeaed business on bar own1 account in Weatcheater
county, Vbw York, where be wad' priocij >ally engaged in

building^ridgea. He married ther*^ and , returning to the

city in 1?98 or '99, went into buainena. aa » i carpenter and

jainer. In 1802 or '3 he took into partnershi P lw0 brothcr8

of hie wfe. One of tbem was Mr. Peter 8mit h, a graduate
of Yale (College, who, you will recollect, afteri
a man 00 note aa the inventor of the "Smith
other mebinery. In 1805 the firm began to

all the pintera' findings, save paper and type,

Tarda bccame
Presa," and
manufacture
carrying on

in a little while to a larger extent tha
house ia the country. For many years thia wai

n any other
i the only

mt on this side of the Atlantic ffianufact
to any extent; Wells, of HaTtford, gt

llding a few, and Adam Ramage, of Phili
hia business to the conatruction of acre*

part of wood.
In 1818 Gaoaoi Cltmih, of Philadelphia, invent

" Columbian Presf," which waa patented in this count
Englandi and came extpnaively into uae here at leaa
waa the 1 rat presa employed in thia country whose com.

tion of le era was so arranged aa, by a aingle "pullol
bar," to riot two pages of the newapaper at once, and i
certain U it it did ita work more expeditioualy, and with
leas labcf than the Ramage presa, then generally in urn

uring iron

ving it up
idelphia,
preaaea

ed the
ry and
t. I
hina

th<
t i
fa
ii

tbe UnitM Slate*.

In 1819 or '20 (he firm of Mr. Ho« commenced buildinj
power pleases, with but indifferent success. The London
Timet daims to have first used (hem in 1814, but it ia beyond
doubt tme that Mr. Walker, then and now the publisher of
the Lotdon Weekly Dispatch, had such a mschine in

success^ operation in advance of the Times. After Hoe &
Co. ha4 pursued their experiments lor some ti ne, Treadwell,
of Bosttn, produced a machine, which, answering so weil,
they gwe up their projects, pocketed the expense, and, con¬

tracting! with Daniel Fsnthsw, of this city, then the printer
for the Bible and Tract Societies, who had purchased an in-
terest is Treadwell's patent, they commenced to conatruet

this machine, building the first for the Tract Society, and the
next for the Bible Society. Their third order was from tha
office of the National Intelligencer, for a set of book-presses,
on which the " American Stale Papers" end some other
works were printed. Immediately afterwards the Boston
Advertiser purchased one: thus they aradually came into use.

The Treadwell press stood without a rival in this country
until 1825 or '26, when Mr. Walker, of the New Yo>k Daily
Advertiser, and Mr. Charles King, of the New York Ameri¬
can, in conjunction, imported from England the first double-

cylinder press worked in the United States. Tapes were

used on this mschine for carrying in the paper, as st present
generally in England. Oar paper being thinner than the

English, the tapes were found very troublesome, so no other

precisely luch press was brought over the Atlantic. This was

Nspier's original donble cylinder invention.
Io the course of 1828 or '30 the proprietors of the National

Intelligencer imported from England s single cylinder press
ofnovel construction, but,owingto pecuniary losses, were unable
to release it from the New York custom-house. While lying
therein, the late Major Noah (then surveyor of that port) had it

put together by the only person.Mr. Hoe.who could make it
work. Previous to its reshipment to Europe, the duties upon
it not being paid, the Major authorized Mr. Hoe to make
models of its parts for his pattern-shop. It was found to an-

¦«*r far better than any thing in use among ns t so others
like it were soon o*d«red for the Commercial Advertiser, of
New York, and the Philadelphia Chronicle. And subse¬

quently that particular design of Napier press worked all
others out of use for newspapers of large edition*.

Shortly afterwards Mr. Hoe dispatched hie foreman,
Sereao Newton, (the anihot of one of the beet books of tablee
on ssiM gearing ever published,) to England, to examine all
improved machinery then known for priatiof, and to bring
out sempiee of such ae he thought might bo introduced ben
with sdvantage. This Mr. Newton, beeidss being one of the
meet skilfcl and kiganians machinists who have flomjehad

here, was . man of extensive icquirrnunti from books, being
regarded fjr years aa among the ripest mathematical echo|ara of
the city. He waa born in the vicinity of Worce* ter, Maa-
.achusetts.
Reluming shortly aftercvarda, bia mind gave birth to a new

doub'e-cyltader printing presa, which waa found eo au^'ior
to thoae built on (he modela of Napier, Miller, or Cowper, of
England, a* to cauae tbe latter to be gradually abandoned in
this country. From that lime (1830) until inereeaing bodily
infirmitiea forced the old gentlemen to give up the buaineaa to
bia aon, Mr. Richard M. Hoe, 8ereno Newton, and Mathew
Smith, tbe eon of hi* former pertner of that name, manu¬

factured hardly any other faat power-preaeea but the single
cylinder of hia own combination and Newton'c double-
cylinder preea; and from that day datea tbe unapproached
auperiority of the United 8tates in the production of the faat*
working preea. No pert of the old world uaed any thiog
equal to then until the invention ol Applegarth'e teat-made
machine, now uaed only by tbe London Timea and tbe lllue-
trated News, which throwa off from 8,000 to 9,000 aheeli
per hour. Previous to 182ft a press-waa in uaa in England
¦o like that ti^oelebnued aa the " Adame preea" (which
waa patented la thie country about 1830 or 1831) that the
writer, on examining the pobiiehed description of that ma¬
chine, can recognise no essential difference between them.
Vf k> ilit. Jmj, however, for doing work requiring ucafmac
rathe:'than diapateh, the Adama power press, with varioue in*
provaments, has continued to bear off tbe palm, at least in
tbe United States.
But to return to my account of Hoes' manufacturing bouae.

The change in the fiVm took place in 1833, and in 1835

they added the business of making sawa to their already by
far moat extenaive business in the Union, if not in the world,
in the manufacture of printing presses, printers' furniture,
Ac. In 1837 Mr. R. M. Hoe went to England with a

valuable improvement in grinding sews, which he patented
in both countries. He has used it extensively ever siaee.
While there he examined all tbe printing machinery of that
country worthy of his attention, and on his return Mr. B. H.

Day cftatplftined that the Newton double-cylinder (then the
fastest preea in this hemisphere) was too slew for tbe- increased
circulation of tbe New York Sua. So he soon produced an

improvement which did fifty per eent. more work in tbe same
time and el tthe same expense, throwing ofS from five to six

thousand sbeoJs within the hour. This waa a combination of

new machinery be aaw in England, with idea*.improve¬
ments.of trie own upon them. This press is now most

generally used here to this day. R ie called "Hoe's double-
cylinder press-" The National Intelligencer continues to be
walked on one of tbese machinea. Tbe firm' are catifed on

mueh more frequently for tbem and for the single cylinder
prea* of his father, with atom recent improvements of M.
Hoe, than for any other descriptions of power-pmss.
Tbe great tinumpb of the art, «. The Lightning. prees>," or

,<Hoerc last faat preaa," waa the result of the remarkable in-
creaae el tbe <xlitiens of the leading journala of the several

great Atlantic-* :oast citira In their efforts to work them
off in season, the printers would inorease tbe speed' of
Hoe's do»ble<-cj Under prese beyond its cspacityy and thus

tbey were com itantly meeting with aecidenta. In fWB
R. M. Hoe beg an experimenting to obtain greater speed,
meeting with ink urmountabfc difficulties in the eflbrt to de¬
liver tbe printed ' sheets aft from one ptsce, aa in hia firs

plan. On thie po int ke was forced to rest and stuJy. While
thur engaged, on ' nightr he conceived a method for securing
tte type oa thecy linder, that operation in bia judgment being
necessary, and lb e previoue- experiments of all tO' that end

having failed. Ht i sat up until daylight making notes and

maturing his idee, so as not by an accident of memory to lase
it. On the next n lorning, in connexion with tbe foreman of
thairtrorks, Mh B< >wen,-he began bis successful experiments.
Thct-grntlsaaan, o o hearing tbe idea suggested, immediately
declared that an eigbt-eyUnder press, to work off 20,000
sheets wttkan tbe h our, ceuld be made upon the piinciple as

easily aa ana of b ut few, which Mr. H. deairad then t<

pTOtf(].^< x His w* uj/iicvj mw

lloe's eigbt-eyuofla r praaa, used now in pnmiu» tne

York" Sun's daily edition, works off 20;000 anpiei per
boar witb ttw. The idea occurred to bim in (he spring
of 1846, and* aftur perfecting bie experiment* upon U*
he visited Washington and filed tbe caveat for ths patent he
now holds. On bis way home he met Mr. 8waine, of the

Philadelphia Ledger aatf Baltimore 8un, to whom he ex¬

plained the invention. Mr. 8. immediately ordered one

of these machines, wbifch was completed andi in opera¬
tion on the last day of December of that year. No
sooner was this press up than its fellows were ordaredjfor the

New York 8un, Tribnoe* and Herald, the Boston Tinas,
Traveller, and Daily Journal, and, sabaequently, for the
Paris La Patrie. He is now constructing one for tbe New
York Commercial Advertiser, and anothti for a penny peper,
to be born here in the faU, which, tumor says, is to be edited

by Mr. Raymond, of tbe Courier and Enquirer. Tbe four-

cylinder lightning press costs from $10,900 to ft2,0M, ac¬

cording to the width of the sheet to be worked on it. Lasi

year tbe eight-cylinder press was made for tbe New Yort
Sun at a cost of $20,000. It has printed at tbe rate of ai

many as 24,000 impressions within the honr. Tbe expenw
of attendance oo tbe eight-cylinder pms is double that on th<

four i tbe advantage be ng almost entirely in tbe speed will

I which it werks. The types are secured upon and form

portion of the circumference of tbo large cylinder ; tbe re

1 mainder of the cylinder is used for sn inking distributing sui

- face, to which ink is supplied by a fountain beneath it. Tb

e large cylinder being put in motion, the form of typea tbereo

B is in succession cirried to eight-impression cylinders, arrange

r
at proper distances around it, to give impression to the shee
introduced by eight persons, (feeders,) one attending eac

n cylinder. Tbe printed sheeta are carried from tbe impreasioi
.«-.»..rut i. beaDt wj|h precision c

tables at both ends of tbe machine. In each apace between

the impreesion cylinder* are two inking-rollers, which take a

supply of ink from the large distributing aurface and ink (he
ouitace of the type* as they pass. Each page ia secured on a

detached segment of the large cylinder, called a "turtle," by
oeana of wedge-shaped cast steel column rules, and screws to

>nd the typea together ; the column rules are straight, being
rallel with tbe axis of the cylinder, while the croes rules
< segments of a circle. The apeed of this machine is limited
v by tbe abilitv of the " feeders" to supply the sheeta

¦eriy. Each feeder can conveniently supply 2, $00 sheeta
toar.
irtly after the preaa of Mr. Hoe was in operation in

y of Philadelphia* that is, in 1847, Mr. Applegaith,
idon, commenced to build preases for the Times in
'he type are aet on cylinders revolving on a perpaudi-
is. in February, 1847, the Ledger press may be
are been in constant daily use, while the Times was

ted on Applegarth's last improved machinea after

r, 1848.
ruber, 1848, the Time* Mated it to be utterly im-
work a press With the type on horizontal cylinders
own latt improvement j. and Mr. Hoe, who was

.pe, reminding the proprietors of that journsl of
s to them with reference to the performance of
.ress, offere l to wager its value in money against
r that in one month he would put up such a

S should work off two sheets for every one

Applegarih'e within tbe hour. The tender
1, though the declaration of the newspaper,
an asaault on hia veracity, was not taken
n alleged by the proprietor tf the Times
te's improvement was the terms of theii
r. Applegarth. It may be remarked thai
's required to work the English machine
eceseary for the American, which prinU
i witbm the aame time.
that the Hoes are the most exteniivi
<es and printing materiala in this coua<

on the corner of Broome and Sheril
id orcupiea the greater portion of
n building, of four stories, fronts on
.te. The steam engine is in the base

l
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fut .< it,
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back. The
for not ordering H
agreement with M
tbe number of han<
is just double that a
twice aa many sheet

I need hardly add
manufacturers of prea
try. Their factory ia
etreete, in thia city, at
whole block. The mail
hundred feet on two aire*
ment, the boilera (seven)
tng ; their extensive coal
heavieet of tbeir turning at
baaement. The portion 01

saw-grinding and poliahiac
a half feet ia diameter, wefgl
two hundred and fifty revolut
apply .. Hoe's patent grinding
fedIif true and uniform thickn
is the only one her» known to I
which aocooapliehea ihat object
attend on each of thaae huge it
street ride next above the basaaM
a large machine, two of them bet
The teeth are thus cut very quiet
swiftly filed bj

being in vaults in the yard adjoin
vaults being also hard by. Th
d planing machinea are also in thi
1 Broome street ie ueed for the
ehop ; the grindetonea, six an
1 over two tone each, and mat
iona in the minute. Hera th<
machine," which gives a pe
rm to the saw. Thia mat-hit
>e in uee in either heuraphe

But one man ie required
iplementa. On tbe Brooo
.nt, the eawe are toothed I
ng constantly in operetioi
ily, and then the saws a

oe, rtquuiafi tf* tltwrfit

of but a unfit man. Thie ia an invention of the ins, iof
ia the only one in um. The aawa are then tranaferred to
another building, where tbey are hardened ia a large furnace,
and then tempered in an oirimd^ambach, and next.
and hammered, read; for griodingTThaH|^^^^Mv«j^_
ter being ground, are machiBe..po iabed
being a proceae rendering then Ikukieaaly
work ia done. By means of the machine*
rioua proceaaee they are helmed by many tobJQnouteouT^
petitora for the palm of the cheapneea and excellence of tkeir
aawa. In Englaod, owing to combiaatiene among workmen,
all aimiiar eatabUabmenta bare failed in introdncing the cua-

tom of saw grinding by machinery. Tbey employ tbirty-aix
L<anda in thie branch of tbeir business, and annually turn oat
f.'.00,000 worth of aawa. Tbey alao manufacture can*

kn.'vea extenaively for Southern uae. On the Sheriff atreet
aide of dbis atory of lha main bulding tbey work engines for
cutti. ig teeth in wbeela. and racks, for which, requiring each
nice a ccuracy, ibey cannot nae tha common caat gearing. Ham
they h .*« alao five machine* for planing i<on and a slotting
or abating machine. The aeeond atory ia principally used
for the inanufacture oPfcingle and doable cylinder printing
macfain ee and hydraulic machinea. Theae roome alao contain
quite a number ofself-acting aide lathes, drilling and planing
machine*., machinea fdr catting bolteand screws, nod a ma¬

chine for boring and* foKahiag roller atoulda. Tha room om
the SberifcT stmat aide at the third atory ia devoted principally
to tha man Xtttani of *' Hoe's leal fact Preas,w which, when
made .

.ad a halfA atjppt, am) an foot wide, The loer of ihji
atory, Croatia g o» Broome atreet, ia devoted to the amnafce-
of the " Wa*btagtori*aad .?Smith" band prasa*a, standing
preaeae, dtc. It iasingufor, by the by, tha*, notwithstanding
tha introduction of ppjpqr Pre>BMf the demand forhand peases
continues great'y to increaaa. In thi* room are alao many
turning Iatbea A >r ebbing irregular pieces of iron. Tbey alao
conatract in thie room email eteem enginea for driving presses,
ae well as tha % bter parte of tha large machinea manufac¬
tured below.
On the Sheriffa treat aide of tha fourth atory tbeir aelf-iaking

maebina proof-panaaea and machine card preeeee are made j
and .» the Brooeet* street aide, tbia story ia for tha moet part
occupied by their d»*signjng,. (drawing,) peiothig, and pattern
storing* rooms. Th>rir iron and brasa foundry ia in a diffinant
building; one hundt «4 Vf forty feet, wherein all tbeir caat
work is moaldt d. 8,till another baihling, ehrty by thirty feet,
and foar atoriaa in height, ia occupied by their printers^joino-
ry and pattern sbopa,. wborein a twelve-horse power engine
drirea the machinery.

* The steam for tbia engine, which ia
in the basement, ia MM agbt in a pipe, under ground^ from
the seven boilers before (pentioned, a diatance of one bnndrad
and sixty feet, before at} taring iU cylinder! Tlkia ia to obvi¬
ate the necessity for a Hie y none being at eny time brought
into thia building. Ott' the first floor here they make aiore

than three thousand paint of caaes per annum,, and, on the
second, the wood w«*k appertaining- to tbeir various machine
presses is constricted. On tha thiid floor their pattens are

made, and1 the patterns connected with their doable and sin¬
gle cylinder presaea are kept. The fourth floor ia the place
of deposite for miaoellaneoua patterns need in the foundry.

Their bleoksmiths' shop occopi 'a stiN another building, in
the centre of- the yard, aixty by fifty fast One rotary blower
blows its twenty fires, the conduitpipes running under ground:
Here are, of course; the trip-hammere of the eetablishmant,
and also a furnace,. in which, for economy's sake, every bit of
sefuse iron, email and large, on tbe premise*, ia "ecraped,""
aad turned out in a finer atate. Croton water ruaa through
aU theae buildings^ with pipeii convenient for the extinguiah-
ment of an accidental'fire. In the ooanting-room ia one of
Morse's telegraphing instrument^ from whioh the wirea ex¬

tend to their offloa in Gold atreet, near two milea down town;
tbas enabling the proprietore to cammunisate with each other

by touch of magneto Thie moat valuable servant baa aot yet
been employed by tbe proprietore of any etber of tbe many
great workihope located up towry all the business officea
of which oT eoowe being in tho lower pert of the citjk
fTbeir office is in itaold1 location ia Gold* street, occupying
fifty-fi» e by one hundred, foot of ground. Tbe front buildings
of four atorisa, ia used as the counttag-house and warerooms,
the ref ir being occupied by their workmen, employed for the
awat part ia repairing lha machinery of tbo city'a printing of¬
ficea. A powerful engMW drives tbe machinary here required.

. Theas bjtldinga, up and down.town, are firs-proof.the Gold
? 0 reef. wo*k»ha«iagbaa» heretofore destroyed by fire more than
. (ibm. Thev eanlo*. in all, on their premises,,more than

three hundred aim, auny of whom have worked for Uie
.. Umb iwwniy, u4 some more than thirty years.

I'iv.il a few yea** ago tbek hand* wwe (tMnllT *»eipt
boro, a* it w« diffica^ to find American* sufficiently wed
tra ined to (hair bnsitfeas. Now, quite half are native, many
of then having (abroad'their trade a> apprentices to these gen¬
tlemen. It is estimated that they turn oat work worth mote

than $300,000 per annum, aad their machinery, stock, and
building* are valued at upwards of $290,960 in oky statie-
tica. Bt is worthy of remark' that, in ea«h room efevery build¬
ing occupied by the concern, one sees, in large letters staring
him in the face, two mottoes : " Order ia Heaven'a first law,"
and " A place for every thing, and every thing ia its place."
The firm now consists of 1L M. Hoe sod bis brothers Robert
aod Peter 3., hia original partners being dead.

I need hardly add that this house la at the bead of their
business in the United States, their facilities affording them
tbe opportunity to furnish their warea at leaat as cheaply a*

they can be obtained in this country from any where under
the sun, while tbdtlarge demand for them from all civilised
quarters of tbe globe show tbat Europe ia not believed, by
purchasers, to eriwace a similar establishment, turning out

euperior work. R M. Hoe, the inventor and bead of Utio
enterprising house, docs not appear to be more than thirty-
seven years of age. W. D. W.

Tbe differentXelegraph offices of Philadelphia were enli¬

vened, and the^wraons engaged in them were amused, by the

repeated and-frequent entrance and explosion of tbe " thon-

derholts," er^ccumulationa of atmospheric electricity into the

surcharges of-the wires. In the Morse office; No. 101 Chest¬
nut atreet, the discharges resembled the frequent firing of

musketry. Tbe only material damage sustained was tbe do-
¦traction of One magnet, tbougb several were more or lea*

injured otf- the line. Between Philadelphia and New York
numeroov poles were shattered, in the vicinity of Princetoo
seven or eight, three of which were splintered to atoms, and
the wire* broken and brought to the ground. The Princeton
office, tdo, tfuffored considerably, the magnet being destroyed,
and thi office wires being more or lese melted. - More or lees
damagtf'was sustained at a number of points on the line, and
men were promptly at work repairing at the various points
during the day .yesterday, and we have little doubt that there
will be little or no interruption to the busineae of the public.
The Houae office in Boston suffered in having magnets de¬

stroyed, and the diflirent lines suffered, we understand, con¬

siderably on the outside.

Mr.' Jokatha* Olcott, the oldest inhabitant of Hartford,
Connecticut, died in that city on the 16th, at the age of 93.
He had enjoyed unusual health for one of hie age, and on tbo

day before his death he waa able to walk about the boose.
On the 4th ol July he rode in the proceesioo with the soldiers
of the Revolution.

Hsatt Lawsuit.Thi Fawry Wbioht Cask .The
important case of Frances Wright D'Aiusmont against W.
P. D'Arusmont, Francis, 8ylva D'Arusmont and others, was

opened yesterday before Judge Wambik. The caee comes

before the Court in the form of an application for an injunc¬
tion,, the appointment of a receiver, and an allowance in tbo

nature of alimony, expenees of litigation, Ac. It speared
from the reading of the peti ion, a document of extraordinaif
bulk, that the petitioner wae born in Scotland, and became

possessed by inheritance of considersbie property; thst in

1830 she visited this country, invested a portion of her funds

in the purchase of eetates in Cincinnati and in the South,
and in 1831, vieiting France, she there married W. B.

D'Arusmont, by whom she had one daughter. The peti¬
tioner bad between that period and 1845 paid aeveral »isit»
to the United 8tates, where she had desired perroenently to

reside, and had also visited Scotland, where a valuable pro¬
perty had fallen to her as fceir at law. She bad about this

lime changed fundi ?..fed in ber own nam# to that of her

husband, trusting in his honor; snd the bill charged that

a portion of this properly hsd been sold by W. P. D'Arus-

monx, snd tbat this resp odent hsd deprived her by«W
nery, notonlj of her property, but of tbe love and cotnui»-

ienship of hsr daughter, now grown to womanhood. Th*
caae trill occupy st less» s week. Judge Walker aud Mr.
Qholson appear for the petitioner, and W. R. Morris w.,d

Judge Tildenfor respondents. Cincinnati Cnnnnreiai

Visitsas to tib Woaii/e Faib..As nearly v M ^
ascertained not lesa than li\e thousand sis hundred r,Meei)grra
hsvs left Boston, Philadelphia, sod New York si cc 5lb
of Fsbrasry last, in packets and stsam veaesb, . |ar|e pro.
portion of whom en visiters to the London Elation. About
4,400 went in steamship*, tnd 1,300 ia Ja^a.


